National Computer Center
Brief History

The National Computer Center (NCC) traces its roots to the former Presidential
Economic Staff (PES) - Department of National Defense (DND) Computer Center, which
was created through a Memorandum of Understanding between the PES and DND on
June 30, 1968.

However, it was Executive Order 322 that formally established NCC on June 12, 1971.
As a joint project of the PES, the DND and the National Science Development Board,
NCC was created and placed under the Office of the President. Its fundamental
functions were to provide information bases for integrated planning and implementation
of development programs and operational activities in the government. It was also
tasked to provide computer service support, integrate electronic data processing (EDP)
operations in government, and establish an EDP Educational Center.

Presidential Decree 1480, titled “Providing for the Restructuring of the National
Computer Center”, and issued on June 11, 1978, further strengthened and enhanced the
powers and functions of NCC.

The first 10 years of NCC’s existence were devoted to introducing the use of computers
to the government. What NCC did then was to knock on doors — educating, directing and
guiding national agencies on the fundamental uses and benefits of computers. NCC's
role was direct and total — from systems conceptualization, design and development,
down to system implementation.

The rationalization of government computerization gained strength from the passage of
PD 1408, and the issuance of Letter of Instruction Nos. 1380 and 1381. These mandates
empowered NCC as a regulatory body particularly in the areas of developing technical
manpower, and in the acquisition of computers and peripherals.

The 1990s marked the end of NCC'’s direct services to government agencies, and
ushered in the priming of the country’s ICT environment for the strategic applications of
ICT in government. Likewise, NCC became involved in the aggressive promotion for the
use of ICT in large-scale, strategic, mission-critical, public service delivery-oriented, and
revenue-generating information systems in government.

Executive Order 125, issued in July 19, 1999, provided for the revitalization of the NCC.
The order tasked NCC to facilitate the development and implementation of a
Government Information Systems Plan (GISP), in order to accelerate electronic
governance in the country for greater productivity, give wider access to public
information and provide for the faster delivery of basic services.

Until March 2000 when E.O. 222 was issued, the NCC was an agency under the Office
of the President. This order transferred NCC to the Department of Science and
Technology (DOST), to effectively mobilize and coordinate the collective resources and
talents. The move also ensures a more effective administrative supervision and ICT
policy and program coordination.
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Today, NCC lends its full support to the administration’s ICT thrust by forging strategic
alliances with the private sector, coordinating ICT activities, developing human capital,
promoting ICT utilization in all sectors of the society, and advocating Philippine ICT
services worldwide.

Certification of ICT Professionals

NCC, through its training arm, the National Computer Institute, pledges to actively
participate in the annual conduct of proficiency examinations, in tandem with the Civil
Service Commission for ICT professionals in the government and the private sector, as
well as for independent professionals who wish to evaluate their individual level of
technical skills against standards set by industry certification bodies.

NCC will issue a Certificate of Proficiency to successful examinees, which will be the
basis for granting appropriate ICT (EDP) Specialist eligibility by CSC. Once granted, the
eligibility shall continue to be in force (Batas Pambansa Blg. 225).

The grant of eligibility on these fields arises from the need to have qualified ICT
manpower in the government to implement its Information Systems Plans. Furthermore,
there is a need for qualified ICT manpower in the country to support E-governance and
E-commerce efforts under RA 8792 (E-Commerce Act) and Government Information
Systems Plan under EO 265 (series of 2000). PD 1408 provides guidelines in giving
such eligibility to qualified individuals. The applicants must either pass NCI's
programming or Systems Analysis and Design (SAD) courses OR pass its proficiency
exam in each field in order to earn these certificates of proficiency. Programming and
SAD courses are regularly offered by NCI.

Aside from the grant of CSC eligibility, employers, prospective programmers and
systems analysts, as well as ICT schools/training institutions, benefit from the proficiency
test in the following ways:

1. The testis a mechanism to evaluate the competence of an individual to perform
programming or systems analysis and design function;

2. The test can be used by an individual to assess his knowledge and skills for the
purpose of continually improving his own technical abilities;

3. By knowing the nature and scope of the test, ICT training centers are
encouraged to enrich their curricula to enable their students to have a better
chance of joining the corps of competent ICT professionals.

NCC offers two certifications:

1. Computer Programming
2. Systems Analysis and Design
3. International Computer Driving License
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